
   

 
 

   

Repairs after Cathedral desecration 

   

The Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral, The Very Reverend Rohan 

Smuts with the tabernacle and other stolen items that were 

recovered following the burglary and desecration of St Mary’s 

Cathedral in April.  

The goods were recovered after the burglars tried to sell them to a 

Protestant minister. The items will be repaired and regilded. The 

doors of the Cathedral have been reinforced and the alarms 

improved – all thanks to a donor. 

Father Rohan: “We would like to express our gratitude and 

appreciation to the countless individuals who reached out to us by 

way of emails, telephone calls and messages offering their prayers 

and financial support.  

When news of the recovery of the stolen items were beginning to 

make the rounds, someone aptly said, this is what happens when 

you have a praying community.” 
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 St Mary’s on YouTube!  

  

All through lockdown Holy Mass has continued at Nazareth 

House and is broadcast on the new YouTube channel daily. The 

number of subscribers has quickly grown to almost 500. Please 

subscribe to the channel if you have not already done so. 

  

Father Rohan’s letter on the opening of the churches is on the 

parish website, click here.  

 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwf_nkJdMmVeFcQM-GT0Vuw
http://stmaryscathedral.org.za/content/uploads/2020/06/letter-to-cathedral-parishioners-28-june-2020-1.pdf


Tithing and donations  

  

The income of St Mary’s Cathedral has suffered due to the 
lockdown and we appeal to parishioners who are able to, to 
deposit their contributions into the parish bank account or to 
consider joining the Planned Giving programme: 
 
Name:  St Mary’s Cathedral 
Bank:  Standard Bank 
Account no:  071 564 780 
Branch:  02090900       Ref: Tithing and surname/anonymous 

 

SSVP: “N-Covid19 pandemic our true test” 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSVP visits a farm in Philip 



 

 

 

St Mary’s Cathedral Society of St Vincent de Paul (SSVP) is 

made up of ten Vincentians of which four are youth and six are 

adults. SVP has always worked towards assisting people who 

are poor and in need.                        

Our true test came with the N-Covid19 pandemic whereby so 

many people are going without food due to loss of jobs, no 

income to buy electricity and supporting the first responders’ 

mental health, being in the coalface of the pandemic, putting 

themselves and their families at risk. 

St Mary’s Cathedral SVP has provided food parcels throughout 

the lockdown all over Cape Town to about 788 families and 

vouchers to those we cannot reach. With the onset of winter, hot 

meals are provided to families in various areas to give families 

warmth who cannot afford electricity.   

St Mary’s Cathedral SVP has also been instrumental in assisting 

Help Our Healthcare Heroes in supplying care packages to first 

responders who contracted N-Covid19 and are mentally battling 

with being taken away from their loved ones at a moment’s 

notice after receiving their positive results. 

It would be remiss of me not to take this opportunity to thank all 

our donors who contributed financially to make what we have 

achieved possible over this period. May God bless you 

abundantly for your generosity during these difficult times.  

Please visit the St Mary’s Cathedral Facebook page whilst 

sitting and having a cuppa. For any queries, please use the 

message tab on the page.   

- Gail Bester, Local President of the SVP 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StMarysCathedralParish/


   
 



  

  
  Nazareth House received care packages after carers tested positive for N-Covid-19. 



 

 

 

 “Each one of us will have the courage to sing” 

 

  



Fellow parishioners, the COVID-19 
pandemic has hit hard, churches no 
longer resonate with music, hymn books 
are flawlessly stacked and projector 
screens are clear. 
 
A majority of us are feeling the loss of 
our preferred hymns and music during 
the celebration of mass, we are yearning 
to sit again in our pews with our families, 
missals and hymn books.  
 
This has been a difficult and challenging time for everyone but 
there is still one thing that holds and joins us together: music. In 
our Cathedral parish we are sufficiently blessed and fortunate to 
have good music for our online masses, thanks to the Sisters from 
Nazareth House and our Dean who plays the organ. Though a few 
parishes have set singing aside for now, liturgical experts say 
worship is inconceivable without the musical voices of the faithful. 
Scripture and church history show that the earliest Christians sang 
as part of their commemorations.  
 
The task amid the current pandemic, the experts say, is to believe 
the science and then adapt. I positively trust that each one of us 
will have the courage to sing our favourite hymns with truthfulness 
as a method of confirming our confidence in God during these 
trying times. I wish to leave you with one of my favourite hymns 
composed by John Bell with words by Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu. They just summarize the uplifting news that 
Christians bring to the world:  
 

 
- Dale de Windt, Organist of St Mary’s Cathedral Cape Town  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1ydJ4JTEYw


 

 

 Knitting against the cold and for sanity… 

  

A big thank you to Anik Broadhurst and her group of volunteer 
knitters who once again this year helped to produce dozens of 
beanies, baby outfits, scarves and jerseys for needy causes, just 
in time for the big cold front. Moreover says Anik, “during 
lockdown, knitting has helped many pass the time and feel 
useful.”  
 
This year the following organisations received knitted donations: 
St. Mary’s Primary School, NOAH in Woodstock, St Vincent de 
Paul, Bless-a-Baby, Schoenstadt Sisters’ Helping Hands clothing 
drive and various homeless persons. 
 

 

 



 

  

Message from the Pastoral Parish Council 

After 100 plus days of “adjusted 
living”, communication with 
parishioners, which is key, was 
sadly lacking. We hope to remedy 
this in the near future, starting with 
this newsletter. 
  
I was moved just this past week by 
Fr Ernesto’s interpretation of 
Matthew 10:7-15. As Christ sent his 
apostles out, he commanded them 
to cure the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons.  
 
We are all called to this, according to our ability. People suffer in 
mind and body and spirit, and often a kind word or action goes a 
long way. And one does not have to be in the grave to be dead. 
Some folk are sad or miserable and we are able to lift them up 
with a little joy or love.  
 
Today’s lepers are those who are rejected, isolated, excluded, 
cast out, marginalized, and we are able to ease their pain. As for 
demons, negative people exude negative emotions. Believers are 
positive people who can infect others with the same positivity. 



 
“EVERYONE YOU MEET IS FIGHTING A BATTLE YOU KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT. BE KIND, ALWAYS”  
 
– Tony Serafin, Chairman PPC 

 

  

  

  

 

Please share this newsletter with fellow parishioners or subscribe 

to it on the parish website.  

Do you have parish news and updates to share? Please contact 

Annemarie 082 562 7844 or Dale 082 345 5488  

 

http://www.stmaryscathedral.org.za/contact
mailto:amazonian99@hotmail.com
mailto:dewindtdale@gmail.com

