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THE CATHEDRAL PARISH OF OUR LADY OF 
THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 

 
THE OPENING OF CHURCHES  

 
   In his letter to parishioners, dated 03rd June 2016, Archbishop 
Brislin stated that a phased process needs to be employed in the 
reopening our churches.  These include: 
 

- Preparing our places of worship with the necessary 
equipment (i.e. sanitizers, infrared thermometers, registers, 
questionnaires and cleaning wipes)  

- and demarcations as to where parishioners are permitted 
to sit to ensure social distancing 

- the training of Covid-19 Officers, and 
- the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral Council to determine 

the opening hours of churches 
 
   To this end, private prayer time during the week is limited to 
20 minutes per person and not more than five people present at 
any given time. 
 
   Confession and Counselling can recommence, but with social 
distancing and hygiene practices observed. 
 
   Once the Churches have been suitably prepared for worship, no 
more than SIX people are allowed to attend. 
 
   To this end, a Zoom Meeting will be held this coming week 
with the Parish Pastoral Council to facilitate all these 
requirements and notification will be given via our Facebook 
page especially with regards to determining the best solution in 
determining how the six people per mass will be determined. 
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   As it stands, Nazareth House will not be opened for public 
worship.  In the light of the numerous positive cases of Covid-19 
in the Nazareth House / Larmenier facility in Cape Town in 
recent weeks, the CEO of Nazareth Care South Africa has 
decided that the chapel will not be opened until further notice. 
 
   This in effect means that Villa Maria and the Cathedral are the 
only two designated churches for worship in the Cathedral 
Parish.  A number of factors needs to be kept in mind, viz. that 
since Villa Maria has three resident sisters, only another three 
parishioners will be allowed to attend Holy Mass.   
 
   As for the Cathedral, since the break-in and desecration of the 
Cathedral in April, the tabernacle, candelabra and liturgical 
vessels still have to be repaired and re-gilded.  This delay is 
largely due to the fact that the workshop responsible is still 
closed due to the lockdown restrictions in place. 
 
   Attached is the letter of the Archbishop, dated 03rd June 2020 
for your perusal.  With regards to Confession and Counselling 
you may contact the Clergy at the presbytery to arrange a time.  
As for the final decisions regarding the dates of the opening of 
Villa Maria and the Cathedral for public worship, these will be 
made this coming week and notification will also be made via our 
Facebook page. 
 
   Yours most sincerely 

 
   The Very Reverend Rohan Smuts 
   Dean of the Metropolitan Cathedral 
 
 


